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Celebrating AHC’s 40th Anniversary!
M
any thanks to all who helped us celebrate
AHC’s 40th Anniversary! We are grateful
to our generous corporate partners, including
our major sponsors Harkins Builders, Capital
One, Hudson Housing Capital, Shulman
Rogers, Hertzbach & Company, and The
JBG Companies.

Doug Gaither, NeighborWorks
and Walter D. Webdale, AHC

Melodee Melin, AHC Founder
and Steve Smith, AHC

AHC Board: Back left to right: C.C. Jenkins, John Snyder, Tom
Klanderman, Robert Bushkoff, Jason Dalley. Front left to right:
Walter D. Webdale, Justin Oliver, Jacqueline Coachman, David
Barsky. Not pictured: Scott Ritter

Barbara Favola, VA State Senator; Adam Ebbin, VA State Senator;
Dr. Leonard L. Hamlin, Sr., honoree; Patricia McGrady, honoree;
J. Walter Tejada, honoree; Jay Fisette, Arlington County Board
Co-Chair; and Libby Garvey, Arlington County Board Chair

Ed Delany, Capital One
and John Welsh, AHC

Howard Ross, Shulman Rogers
and Justin Oliver, AHC Board Chair

Brittany Earl, C&C Complete Services; Carlton
Miller, AHC; Alan Sadowski, C&C; Mika Hicks, C&C

Michelle Winters, Alliance
for Housing Solutions and
John Payne, Virginia Housing
Development Authority (VHDA)

Patricia McGrady (2nd from right, front row), honoree,
celebrates with friends and family.

Hall of Fame Honorees
AHC established its Housing Hall of Fame 15 years ago to honor individuals for their
vision, dedication and advocacy on behalf of affordable housing. We were proud to
celebrate their contributions to affordable housing at our anniversary celebration
on September 15, 2016.

Dr. Leonard L. Hamlin, Sr.
Dr. Hamlin has been pastor of
Macedonia Baptist Church in Arlington
since 1996. He has been actively
involved in preserving and developing
affordable housing throughout his
ministry. Most recently he chaired the
Arlington County Affordable Housing
Study Working Group (2013-2015),
assisting the County with the development and passage of its 25-year
Affordable Housing Master Plan in 2015. As pastor of the
Macedonia Baptist Church, Rev. Hamlin spearheaded the
development of The Macedonian, a 36-unit affordable housing
community in Nauck, a joint project of AHC and the Church.

Harkins Builders
Harkins has been a
major business partner
with AHC since 2005,
having worked on seven
AHC construction and
renovation projects over
the last 10 years. Harkins’
commitment and can-do
attitude has been invaluable. The company,
founded in 1965,
celebrated their 50th
anniversary in 2015.

From left to right: Gary Garofalo,
President and COO; Dick Lombardo,
Chairman and CEO; Mike Ebrahimi,
Senior Vice President; and
Mike Mallow, Vice President

Patricia McGrady
Ms. McGrady has been involved in
affordable housing issues since the late
1970s. She was elected to AHC’s Board
of Directors in 1979, serving as president
from 1980-1981. She has remained
a strong AHC supporter, serving on
several AHC affiliate boards before
becoming a member of AHC’s
Management Advisory Board in 2007.
She has held many positions in the
housing industry, including working with Arlington County as
a housing relocation specialist. She is a passionate advocate for
affordable housing and was a steadfast supporter of the County’s
Affordable Housing Master Plan as it went through the approval
process.

Rick Nelson
Mr. Nelson served as Montgomery
County’s Director of the Department of
Housing and Community Affairs from
2007 to 2015. He was the driving force
behind AHC entering the affordable
housing market in Montgomery County.
Mr. Nelson worked for the National
Association of Housing and
Redevelopment Officials (NAHRO) for more than 31 years, serving
as its executive director from 1987 through 2001. He has served
twice as a commissioner of the Montgomery County Housing
Opportunities Commission, is a member of the Affordable Housing
Council of the Federal Home Loan Bank of Atlanta, a Life Director
of the National Housing Conference, and an Emeritus Board
Member of the Housing and Development Law Institute.

J. Walter Tejada
Mr. Tejada served on the Arlington
County Board for almost 13 years from
2003 to 2015. He has been actively
engaged in local issues since moving
to Arlington in 1992. He is a strong
proponent of affordable housing with a
deep commitment to providing decent
housing for Arlington’s most vulnerable
and economically disadvantaged
residents. Mr. Tejada devoted many
hours to building awareness about the Latino community in
Arlington and helped start the Community Volunteer Network
and the Shirlington Employment and Education Center. Originally
from El Salvador, Mr. Tejada believes all people should be welcome
in Arlington, regardless of race, nationality, or economic status.

Faces of AHC
AHC commemorated our 40th
anniversary all year long with activities
and events. We had a lot to celebrate!

Resident
Elvira Best lives at Hunter’s Park, AHC’s
affordable apartment community for
senior citizens. She has lived in Arlington
for 20 years and has family in the area.
Originally from Panama, Elvira grew
up in Queens, NY, where she earned a
degree in community health and worked
in a hospital. She is full of energy and
is investigating going to graduate school
– perhaps to study elder care law or
accounting. What does she like best
about Hunter’s Park? “My privacy,”
says Elvira with a smile. “I get to do
what I want when I want to!”

Since our founding 40 years ago in
Arlington we have developed over
7,000 quality affordable homes;
touched thousands of children, families
and senior citizens through our Resident
Services programs; and expanded
beyond our Arlington roots to also
serve communities in Alexandria,
Fairfax, Montgomery County, Baltimore
and Washington, DC.

Supporter
Fran Lunney was working with Arlington’s
Housing Department when AHC was
founded. “AHC was perhaps the first
nonprofit in Virginia to work on affordable housing,” says Fran. “It quickly
grew into a strong organization that was
looked at as a state-wide leader.” Fran is
a proud member of the “Housing Ladies,”
a group of friends who have supported
affordable housing for decades. Here are
some of the Housing Ladies at an AHC
Grand Opening in 2009 (left to right):
Fran Lunney, Kathy Desmond, Patricia
McGrady, Cecilia Cassidy, Lou Ann
Frederick and Joan Linderman.

Tutor
Santosh Chokhani has been an AHC
tutor for five years. “I like to learn and to
share my knowledge,” explains Santosh,
a 30-year Arlington resident. For the past
three years he has worked with Roger,
now a high school freshman. “I can see
him really growing up,” says Santosh.
It’s exciting when I realize he’s learned
something I’ve helped him understand.”
Santosh believes the value of the program
goes beyond academics. “Kids also
need an adult who gives them attention,
time and tools to solve some problems,”
he says.

Volunteer
Riad Abdulmoniem is a high school
junior who volunteers with AHC’s
After-School program once a week. His
family’s connection to AHC began more
than 15 years ago when they arrived
from Sudan. None of his three siblings
spoke English and they found AHC’s
community center to be a life changing
support system. Today, Riad’s oldest
brother has successfully graduated from
medical school, his sister is pursuing a
dentistry degree, and his other brother
is majoring in computer science at
Marymount University. Riad is also
exploring the idea of a medical career.

Board Member
Justin Oliver is Chairman of AHC’s
Board. A third generation multifamily
owner and developer, Justin learned
the building business from the ground
up. That experience drew him to AHC
and the issue of affordable housing.
“Affordable housing is a vital part of a
healthy and growing community benefitting us all,” says Justin. Justin strongly
believes in the value of volunteering.
“Volunteering can be tremendously
rewarding for both the cause and the
individual. Through my involvement with
AHC, I gain a great sense of purpose,
pride, creativity and energy.”

We are proud of our history and the
many families we are helping thrive
in communities around the region.
These pages highlight some of our
achievements along with some of the
stories/experiences of the people AHC
touches – and who are such an integral
part of our success.
For more milestones and stories, please
visit our website at www.ahcinc.org.
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years resident services
Bezawit, a sixth grader, has been in
AHC’s education programs since she was
in kindergarten. “It’s very helpful and
there are nice teachers,” says Bezawit.
“I get to do my homework and see my
friends. And, it’s comfortable and feels
like its home.” Bezawit’s favorite subjects
are math and drama. She is creative and
outgoing and enjoys art, chorus and
dance. She does well in school and hopes
to go to college. Her parents, originally
from Ethiopia, have lived in Arlington
for decades. Both work in the hospitality
industry.
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40 Years of Growth, Innovation and Family Stability
There are several central themes that have contributed to AHC’s growth:
Homeownership

A

MonteVerde Rowe provides affordable home
ownership opportunities.

HC was founded in 1975 to
ensure low-income residents could
afford to live in Arlington, which was
already becoming more expensive.
Since then, AHC and partner Arlington
County have helped 2,500 low- and
moderate-income families purchase
and maintain homes.
AHC’s commitment to affordable
homeownership has continued to
expand. In Maryland, AHC partnered
with Montgomery County to purchase
bank-owned homes in areas hard hit
by foreclosure. We renovated them

and resold them to moderate-income
homebuyers.
In Baltimore, AHC initiated a
comprehensive effort to revitalize and
renovate an entire block to provide
affordable homeownership opportunities. Eleven historic row houses
on the block have been completely
renovated, with more in the works.
The effort is beginning to pay off.
Four first-time buyers, including
a nurse and a postal worker, have
purchased homes and are putting
down roots.

New Construction

A

Hunter’s Park residents maintain their
independence and enjoy lots of activities.

HC has built 10 affordable
apartment communities from
the ground up. Each is different,
but all are welcoming environments
that look and feel much the same as
nearby market-rate developments.
Hunter’s Park, one of AHC’s
earliest construction projects, blends
into the community along busy Lee
Highway in Arlington. The 74-unit
project, built for active senior citizens,
replaced two small houses and
under-utilized retail. The community
opened in 2005, and nearly 80 percent

of the original residents still live
there. The common areas include
a comfortable living room with a
fireplace, library and rooftop patio.
A vibrant Resident Services program
provides lots of activities from
exercise classes to gardening
workshops.
Today, AHC offers three affordable
apartment communities (Arlington,
Silver Spring and Baltimore) to help
older individuals maintain their
independence and age in place.

Creating Developable Land

F

Once a parking lot, two nine-story buildings
are now integrated into the Woodbury Park
garden apartment community.

inding space to build affordable
housing has become increasingly
tough. To meet the challenge, AHC
has developed innovative approaches
to creating parcels of land. Efforts
have included purchasing sites
to combine with existing AHC
properties, swapping land, and
re-developing small buildings into
larger apartment communities.
AHC’s first innovative effort
turned an under-used parking lot
at Woodbury Park, a 10-acre, 1940s
apartment community, into two

nine-story buildings – The Frederick
(108 affordable apartments) and The
Park at Courthouse (98 market-rate
condominiums). The Frederick is
named in honor of Lou Ann Frederick,
AHC’s Executive Director from 1978
to 1998.
The new structures, which were
designed as mirror images, are architecturally integrated into the adjacent
garden apartment community. The
project also added a larger community
center, a new Montessori pre-school,
and space for AHC’s corporate office.

Over the years, AHC has developed more than 7,000 quality affordable apartments; helped thousands of children,
families and senior citizens through our Resident Services programs; and expanded beyond our Arlington roots to
also serve communities in Alexandria, Fairfax, Montgomery County, Baltimore, and Washington, DC.

Education

S

Iris Vigil started participating in AHC’s education programs when she was in kindergarten.

ince 1993, AHC’s Resident
Services program has been
helping residents build stronger lives.
Over the years, the program has
evolved into a multi-faceted effort
that includes year-round educational
programs for children, classes for
adults, and access to myriad services.
Today the program reaches 2,000+
residents each year.
Because our programs are located
where people live, they are a vibrant
part of the community’s fabric. Many

children have grown up in our
programs.
The Vigil family has raised their
four children at Virginia Gardens
since 1997. Their daughter, Iris,
started participating in AHC’s
education program when she was
in kindergarten. She graduated
last spring from George Mason University, the first step in her dream to
becoming a pediatrician. She is also
fulfilling a family dream: She
is the first to graduate from college.

Preservation

P

The Gates of Ballston renovation won
a Historic Preservation award.

reserving older, affordable
apartment communities is an
AHC priority. Over the years, AHC
has acquired dozens of aging apartments that would otherwise have
been lost to upscale redevelopment.
In Arlington, AHC has preserved 16
older complexes, including four essential historic properties.
One of the largest communities
AHC saved is Gates of Ballston (464
apartments). A community-wide team
worked together for more than five
years to save the 1930s property from
demolition. The historic renovation

preserved 75 percent of the apartments
as affordable rental housing and
created 72 three-bedroom units for
families.
The project received numerous
awards, including a Historic Preservation Award from the National Trust
for Historic Preservation. The new
10,000-square-foot community center
was recently renamed the Rinker
Community Center to honor Charlie
and Lora Rinker, leading activists
who fought to preserve the Gates.

Partnerships

P

Partnering with the Macedonia Baptist
Church and community leaders created the
Macedonian.

artnerships with local governments,
community groups and financial
institutions are the foundation on
which AHC is built. We couldn’t
do what we do without our many
partners, and we are grateful for
each and every one.
The support and leadership
from local governments are critical
to getting affordable housing off the
ground. We are also fortunate to have
built partnerships with community
organizations, such as other nonprofit
developers and churches, to advocate

and plan housing developments
together. Our partner investors,
financial institutions, architects and
builders then help us turn blueprints
into vibrant living spaces.
Our Resident Services program
also relies on numerous partnerships,
including volunteers who inspire our
students, community organizations
that provide invaluable services,
and generous donors and corporate
sponsors who support our efforts.
Many thanks to all!

40 Years of Thriving Communities
AHC’s 40th Anniversary is an opportunity for us to celebrate all those who
have helped AHC over the years, our achievements, and our residents who are vibrant
reflections of the communities we serve.
As part of our celebration, we asked students in our youth programs to describe
how they feel about being a part of our communities. The teens wrote essays and the
elementary students created artwork. Below are the top three winners in both categories.
Our 40th Anniversary Celebration
recognized our student winners and
our Housing Hall of Fame honorees.

Housing Hall of Fame
Honorees
Dr. Leonard L. Hamlin, Sr., pastor of the
Macedonia Baptist Church, spearheaded
an AHC partnership to build 36 affordable
apartments.
Harkins Builders, an industry leader in
providing professional preconstruction
and construction management, and AHC
partner.
Patricia McGrady, long-time affordable
housing advocate and AHC Inc. supporter.
Rick Nelson, retired Director of Montgomery County’s Department of Housing
and Community Affairs, helped AHC get
involved in Montgomery County.
Walter J. Tejada, Arlington County Board
member for 12 years and strong
proponent of affordable housing.
We are grateful to our major sponsors:
PREMIER

GRAND

GOLD

Essay:
How AHC’s Community
Centers Affected
My Life

2rd Place: Sara Berhe, 7th grade,
Gates of Ballston
Sara is an honor roll student at Swanson
Middle School. She enjoys acting and
singing and wants to be
an actress when she grows
up. Her favorite subjects
are reading and drama.
She has an older sister and
a younger brother who are
also in our programs at
Gates, and two additional
older sisters.

First Place: Jennifer
Arevalo, 12th Grade,
Berkeley Apartments
Jennifer has grown up in
AHC’s youth programs and
says the community center
is like a second home. A
“I remember when I
rising senior at Wakefield
moved
from Randolph to
Jennifer Arevalo
High School, she is both
Barrett.
It was mid-way through
excited and nervous about
first-grade.
When
I
first
went to the community
the college process. She loves drawing
center,
I
immediately
felt
a sense of calmness.
and painting and hopes to become an
So,
as
I
came
to
my
new
home
filled with
architect. She has three sisters and a
boxes,
I
realized
that
I
had
found
a reassuring
brother.
place that I could depend on.
“I have been in the Berkeley Community
The help I received in terms of homework
Center for as long as I remember. There
support and tutoring has helped me improve
are some people that have left a big impact
significantly in my education to the extent
on my life and I will never forget them. One
I’ve been identified as a gifted student. It
person has stood out among the rest as one
also helped me stay on the honor roll and
of the most kind-hearted and welcoming
never get below a “B” on my report card.
people I have ever met, Kelly Browne.
AHC also helped me make friends when
When I signed up for tutoring I just
I was new. Indeed, AHC has nurtured me
thought someone was going to come in and
academically, physically and socially and
help me with my homework. I never would
has impacted my life beyond words.”
have thought our relationship would have
flourished the way it has. She has helped
3rd Place: Jennifer
me open up more than anyone else.
Rivera, 9th grade,
As time went on and years passed
Berkeley
I grew to know Kelly in new ways and I
Apartments
also changed. Kelly pushed me to open
Jennifer is a talkative,
my horizons and take chances. She
lively student who
always motivated me to try to exceed
enjoys playing soccer
my expectations. Recently, Kelly moved
and hanging out
for her job. Even though she is halfway
with friends. She has
across the world, in China, we have still
volunteered at the
kept in contact.
Berkeley Summer
The relationship we have shows
Camp for two years
Jennifer Rivera
how much tutoring can not only change
and really enjoys working with
a person, but can also form a lifelong conneckids. She hopes to become a pre-K teacher
tion. It all wouldn’t have been possible withor a nurse who works with children. She
out AHC Inc. and the Berkeley Community
has two younger siblings.
Center and for that I am eternally grateful.”

“I always have a hard time paying
attention and I get distracted easily. Then
I met Ms. Gabbie, the Resident Services
Coordinator at the Berkeley.
The most important trait about Ms.
Gabbie was that she was a caring and kind
person to me. She was a very good listener
and she was respectful. Ms. Gabbie taught
me a lot of life skills that I can use now and
in the future. She helped me with math and
reading.
Ms. Gabbie was my friend and I will
always remember her.”

Artwork:
The Place I Call Home

Second Place:
Angel Barrera,
11 years old,
Woodbury Park
Angel has lived at
Woodbury Park for
as long as he can
Angel Barrera
remember. He
drew his illustration
while looking out the window of his
apartment. The geometric nature reflects
his interest in math – his favorite subject.
He also enjoys playing soccer and basketball. Angel has three older siblings.

Third Place: Loren Bonilla,
7 years old, Virginia Gardens
Loren is a quiet first grader who has
found a way to express herself through
arts and crafts. She enjoys drawing and
coloring, and making colorful rainbow
bracelets with the other children in the
program who have become her friends.
Loren has a brother and sister and cares
very much about her family!

Resident Services Milestones –
Building Futures for More Than Two Decades
First Place: Michelle Orellana,
9 years old,
Harvey Hall
Michelle Orellana is
a curious, bubbly,
and energetic force
of nature. She is
enthusiastic about
the After-School
program at Harvey
Hall and wrote on
her drawing: “This
is great!” She has
a baby sister who
she adores and
loves spending
time with. She is
a good student,
does well in
Michelle Orellana
school and is a
strong reader.

1993 – 1998
Founded AHC’s Resident Services program in Arlington, VA. Served two
apartment communities. Started partnerships with local community
organizations, including Community Outreach and English as
a Second Language programs. Initiated Back-to-School Drive.

1999- 2004
Expanded youth programs thanks to new grants. Started Summer Camp
program. Established three more Arlington community centers. Opened
first on-site pre-school. Started partnerships with local food assistance programs.

2005 – 2009
Established more comprehensive youth programs due to new multi-year
grants. Identified literacy as primary focus of After-School program.
Expanded Teen Tutoring to add college access programs. Started
programs for active seniors. Launched Baltimore resident services.

2010- 2016
Reached nearly 3,000 residents each year in Virginia and
Maryland. Partnered successfully with more than 50 community
organizations annually. Initiated programs at senior citizen property
in Silver Spring. Established first onsite partnership in Alexandria, VA. Started resident
retention and money management programs. Worked with nearly 300 volunteers each year.

2230 North Fairfax Drive, Suite 100
Arlington, Virginia 22201
(703) 486-0626
www.ahcinc.org

