Art & Essay Award Winners, 2016

Winning Artwork by Elementary Students
The Place I Call Home

Winning Essays by Teens
How AHC’s Community Centers Affected My Life

FIRST PLACE
Michelle Orellana,
9 years old, Harvey Hall

FIRST PLACE
Jennifer Arevalo, 12th Grade, Berkeley Apartments
“I have been in the Berkeley Community Center for as long as I remember.
There are some people that have left a big impact on my life and I will never
forget them. One person has stood out among the rest as one of the most
kind-hearted and welcoming people I have ever met, Kelly Browne.
When I signed up for tutoring I just thought someone was going to come in
and help me with my homework. I never would have thought our relationship
would have flourished the way it has. She has helped me open up more than anyone else.
The relationship we have shows how much tutoring can not only change a person, but
can also form a lifelong connection. It all wouldn’t have been possible without AHC
Inc. and the Berkeley Community Center and for that I am eternally grateful.”

SECOND PLACE
Angel Barrera,
11 years old, Woodbury Park

SECOND PLACE
Sara Berhe, 7th grade, Gates of Ballston
“The help I received in terms of homework support and tutoring has
helped me improve significantly in my education to the extent I’ve been
identified as a gifted student. It also helped me stay on the honor roll
and never get below a “B” on my report card.
AHC also helped me make friends when I was new. Indeed, AHC has
nurtured me academically, physically and socially and has impacted my
life beyond words.”

THIRD PLACE
Jennifer Rivera, 9th grade, Berkeley Apartments
“I always have a hard time paying attention and I get distracted easily. Then
I met Ms. Gabbie, the Resident Services Coordinator at the Berkeley.
The most important trait about Ms. Gabbie was that she was a caring
and kind person to me. She was a very good listener and she was respectful. Ms. Gabbie taught me a lot of life skills that I can use now and in
the future. She helped me with math and reading.
Ms. Gabbie was my friend and I will always remember her.”

THIRD PLACE
Loren Bonilla,
7 years old, Virginia Gardens

