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Housing + Education = Success
The continuum of programs
– from elementary school
through high school and even
summer camp – makes a huge
difference. But it is the personal
relationships between students
and staff and
volunteer tutors
that are really
the program’s
secret to
success.
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After-School Program:
Personalized, Project-Based Learning
AHC's After-School Program focuses
on improving literacy for elementary
students. Staff and volunteers build
students' reading, writing and
vocabulary skills through a variety
of educational and cultural activities.

Engaged students
are thriving

C

hildren in AHC’s After-School
program are thriving. Students
are not only building academic
abilities, but are also improving
such invaluable skills as selfconfidence, leadership and
teamwork.
Much of the success is due to
the emphasis on project-based
learning, where youth direct their
own exploration of a theme and
design a project to demonstrate
their learning. Children work
in teams to research, create and

own t-shirts
Students decorated their
y created
to reflect the countries the
for the Festival of Nations.

present projects to their peers.
The process encourages hands-on
participation and a sense of
ownership. Plus, it’s totally fun!
The 2014/15 theme focused
on Cultural Awareness, including
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world religions and holidays,
global challenges like
pollution, and the creation
of a brand new country
by each community center.
This year’s culminating
event brought together all
100+ students for a Festival
of Nations. Activities
included a parade and
exhibits to introduce each
center’s new country. The
children sang anthems
while carrying handmade
flags, traded food samples,
shared detailed maps, and learned
about each country’s jobs and laws.
Literacy and fun were incorporated throughout every activity
in the After-School program.
To read more about the individual countries created this year, visit
www.ahcinc.org.

ARFJMEK includes the
first letter
of every child's name
who created the coun
try.

One-on-one
reading help
pays off

B

uilding literacy skills
is our top priority. The
ability to read at grade
level can make or break a
child’s ability to succeed
academically. Developing
reading proficiency is a
critical challenge for
many of our students,
particularly with nearly
three quarters of our students
speaking a language other than
English at home.
For several years, AHC has
employed two reading specialists
to work one-on-one for 30 minutes
each week with our struggling
readers. The program is very
individualized and includes games
and activities that build fluency and
comprehension. The personalized
approach has been a real success.
This year, our specialists
worked with 28 struggling readers.
Thanks to their help, all of the
students made at least a year’s
worth of progress in reading ability.
Six children advanced more than
a year.
We are grateful to a generous
grant from the Community
Foundation of Northern Virginia
that helps us provide this personalized support.
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Teen Program: Reaching Potential
AHC’s program for middle and high
school students aims to keep teens in
school and help them maximize their
options after high school. The program
includes one-on-one tutoring, mentoring, college visits, SAT test prep,
help with scholarship and financial
aid applications, and a variety of
enriching experiences.
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Angel Lara, center, with
AHC staff members
Elizabeth Bonner (left)
and Triny Lemus (right)
has been in AHC’s
education programs
since 3rd grade.

ALL graduates
heading to college!

T

his year, all nine of AHC’s
high school seniors graduated,
continuing AHC’s 100 percent
graduation rate. Impressively, all have
plans to continue their education in
college. Together, they earned nearly
$50,000 in scholarships and grants.
Many have achieved this milestone
while holding down jobs, overseeing
younger siblings, or becoming
proficient in English – a language
not always spoken at home. Their
hopes and dreams are impressive.
Students’ goals include studying
forensic science, engineering,
behavioral psychology, medicine,
and teaching.
“We are so proud of our teens,”
said Jennifer Endo, AHC’s Director
of Resident Services. “It really does
take a village; and our village of
wonderful volunteers, mentors, staff
and teachers have all played a part
in helping these young people reach
their potential.”
Angel Lara has been in AHC’s
education programs since third
grade. Thanks to the help of tutors
and teachers, he turned around a
struggling academic record and is
now planning to attend Northern
Virginia Community College to
study Photography and Forensic
Science. An internship at the
Smithsonian through the Urban
Alliance program also helped
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broaden his horizons.
“AHC has helped me
learn life skills and
just become a better
person,” said Angel.
“The tutors helped
me a lot. I’ve had some
tutors who tutored me
three or four years.”

Interns learn
job skills

F

or the past 10 years, AHC has
provided internship opportunities
for six to 10 teens during the summer.
The students learn a variety of
skills, earn some money and
acquire on-the-job experience.
“The internship program gives
students the chance to build their
skills, develop responsibility and
also get a better idea of what they
may want to focus on in college and
later in life,” explains Jennifer Endo.

Semira Mohammed (left) and her family
have lived at Gates of Ballston for five
years. Hanan, the eldest daughter (center),
is heading to NOVA this fall to study
Behavioral Psychology. She is also an
accomplished poet, drawing on her identity
as a Muslim American woman and through
reflection on current events. She has
presented her poetry at various venues
and has published several pieces. One of
her brothers, Moussa (right) is a rising
high school senior and an AHC intern this
summer. He hopes to study engineering,
pre-med or accounting in college. The
younger brother, Seid, is going into third
grade and participates in the After-School
program.
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Summer Camp: Making Learning Fun
AHC’s Summer Camp program is
designed to prevent learning loss –
a particular challenge for low-income
students – through both educational
and enrichment experiences. Research
shows that low-income students can
lose more than two months of reading
and math skills during the summer.
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Happy campers

T

he students in AHC’s summer
program are happy campers.
The six-week program combines
fun field trips, weekly excursions to
local swimming pools and loads of
educational opportunities, which
never seem quite like learning. The
camp provides a safe, stimulating,
fun-filled environment for children
who might otherwise be stuck
inside or watching a lot of TV.
This year’s project-based theme
was Careers in the Arts, which
included sub-themes on technology
and performance. The Resident
Services staff members’ imaginations

AHC campers go on a
variety of cultural and
educational field trips,
including visits to local
museums and monuments.

started working
overtime in January
creating plans for the
program.
“Students love handson art activities,” explains
Resident Services
Assistant Director Emily Ward.
“Combining that interest with
exposure to actual career opportunities opens a lot of possibilities.”
The camp’s culminating event
is an arts festival that includes
booths where students can display
their creations and student-led
workshops on topics chosen by
the students. Children from each
community center will also perform
for the group.
Combining fun and learning
really works. For the last few years,
nearly all of the campers evaluated
have not lost any reading fluency,
and many have boosted math skills
as well.

Students enjoy crea
ting projects
and stretching their
imagination.
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Volunteers and Partners:
Key to Success
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.ahc in c. org.

We are grateful to the hundreds of
volunteers and more than 30 community
partners who are such an integral part
of our program’s success. Last year 266
volunteers worked 4,537 hours with
our students!

Scholarship renamed
for Joy Rambert

L

ong-time tutors Joanna Miller
and Roger Brown started a
four-year scholarship exclusively
for AHC Teen Tutoring participants
in 2013.
This year, to honor the memory of
long-time staff member Joy Rambert,
they renamed the scholarship after
her. “Joy was an exceptional person,”
said Brown. “She was one of a kind,
a spirit-filled woman who did so
much for the children in AHC’s
program. It was tragic to lose her.”
This year’s scholarship was
awarded to Estefani Santander. The
Wakefield graduate, who has been
in AHC’s education program for
10 years, hopes to attend Northern
Virginia Community College to
study Education.
For more information on how
to contribute to the Joy Rambert
AHC Inc. scholarship to benefit our
hard-working graduates, visit the
Arlington Community Foundation
website at www.arlcf.org or call
703-243-4785.

Officer
Christinia Hawkins,
a member of
Arlington County's
Second District
React Team, makes
reading fun for the
students.

Joanna Miller (left) and Roger Brown
renamed their AHC scholarship to honor
Joy Rambert (pictured in 2012).

Community volunteers
are invaluable

T

hroughout the year, numerous
community groups and individuals generously donate their time,
expertise and smiles to our programs.
Some local community groups,
including a Girl Scout troop and
a police unit, have developed
ongoing relationships with the
children, participating in reading
programs, field
trips, and athletic activities.

Remembering
a special volunteer

J

en Dismukes was a muchloved volunteer who
shared the joy of gardening with
children at the Berkeley Community
Center. Together with students, she
planted and maintained a thriving
garden filled with flowers, fruits
and vegetables.
Last spring she passed away
suddenly. Jen will be missed by
many. To honor her memory, AHC
is planning a commemoration this
fall in the garden, which is still
flourishing thanks to the ongoing
work of the students, staff and
residents.

Girl Scout Troop 438 built a boo
kcase for AHC students and
filled the shelves with wonder
ful books! The girls, rising 8th
graders, also created lots of
fun activities for students
throughout the year.
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Stay Connected
Check out our NEW website
at www.ahcinc.org,
follow AHC on Facebook
at AHC Affordable Housing
and Twitter at AHC Inc.
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Help Children Prepare for a Great School Year:
Support the AHC Back-to-School Drive!

W

ith help from friends like you, all elementary students living
in AHC’s communities will start the school year with
a backpack stuffed with school supplies! Most of these
children come from low- and very low-income families,
and it is difficult for their parents to complete the school
shopping list for every child in their family.
Your gift of $21 or more will fill a backpack and help
a deserving child return to school excited and ready
to succeed!

Ways to Give
Mail:
Use the envelope inside

Help set the tone
for a
child’s school year
– help
fill a backpack by
making a
gift of $21 or mor
e today.

Online:
www.ahcinc.org/donate
Phone:
703-486-0626, ext 117

Th a n k yo u !

